USS REEZVES (CG-24)

AMITYGAM

Dear REEVES Fzmilies ana Frico
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Warm waters, 1.3n greenery, and a most agreeable climate awaited REZVES and ¢
crew. Howevar, 1t has been anything but a vecation for "The Only Cruiser in
Town." '

ALOHA Froii HAWAII! ©Now w2 know wny these islands are so revered stateside

The day fcllowing my last letter to you, January 23, 1984, we set sall away
from record srowstorms in Jzpan and straight into heavy seas. Eventually we
turned south to clear the heavy weathzr. The 10-day transit smoothed out in the
fifth day, set:zling bota stcmzcas and locse gear. :

puring ths transit, all departments prepared for what has turnsd cut to e
our most demanding schedule since pre-overhaul times. Awaiting us was a Ccmbat
Systems Qualification Test (CSSQT) and ieapons System Acceptance Test (WSAT) ,
involving both the Weapons and Operaticas Departments. During the transit, the
Engineering Degartment preparsd for ths Operational Propulsicn Plant Zxaminaticn
(OPPE) and Reiresher Training (REFTRA). This preparation includea :
casualty control drills, or simulations of propulsion plant casuzities that
could cripple the movement of tnhe ship. These drills were constantly oracticed,
and the payoff has been autcmatic response during rezl casualties.

Hardly hza we arrived in Pearl, grested warmly by our host ship, USS WORDEN
(0G-18), witn a huge lei fastened to REEVES®' bow, when examiners stegoed aboard
to begin CSSQT and WSAT. All electronics egquipment having anything to co witnh
our compbat systems was checked for correct installation and tested for accurate
readings in the week-long examination.

With a "thumbs up" from thes . experts, we again headed to sea, this time to
actually fire our missiles -- 14 of them. CSsSQT is the first time after
overhaul that combat systems equipment and personnel get an exhaustive check-out
and training. During WSAT, we also fired two anti-submarine rockets and two
torpedoes -— a tremendous opportunity to participate in the actual operation ot
everything the ship was designed to do. We exercised both our anti-air and
anti-submarine warfare capabilities on the Pacific Missile Range Facility off
the island of Kauai.

On February 27 we ferried the examiners asnore by launch to Port Allen on
Kauai and headed back to sea for "COMPUTEX 84-3," and an Anti-Submarine Warfare
exercise involving several ships from Pearl Harbor, plus JDS TAKASHIO, a
Japanese submarine. The pace was rigorous during this 4 day, 24-hour-per-day,
exercise. Now it was time for the Operations Department to shine, as Operations




Sa i Al s iy zrZare S;eczalis:s, grd Hogscmean RizdEd W By
blCCCIOJlCS TecaniClans, and Data Systems Technicians, ccroinad tC “"darfeat the
threat." RECZVES simultansously partic 1ratea in "Copes Canine," a ccmbined
services exerciss, during tnz final cday-and-a-~half of CC%PTbﬁ..

M i ?. Asges -k 5 HERW S5 WEnssT €F Thg gren ip tois iskuer, ouk
I can tell you ¢ s that every crewmemncsr did very wall auring the
qualifications t:-“ls and e*::c;allV' during tne exercises. We racaived high
marks in v1r*;a‘Ly everytning wa did, and your crewmsmber, with his dedicaticn
and pride, is tns rsa2son why., You can o2 proud. I Know I =m.

After a stcpover at the Naval Magazine near the entrance to Pearl Harbor to
offload weapons, we h afcd to the "deperming" pier a snort distance away.

Electrical cables were p,ea around _-o ship, from bcw to stern. Wnen currant
(a lot of currznc; was a;_li REEVES' magnetic Jlg ature was changsd.

Wnile "deperming' the ship's Sugpply Department took its turn at exce
in tne preparation of a supero barpecus. It was time for all hands to relax
Mess Specialists prepared namburgers, hot dogs, cold potato salad, = 1k
chili, and condimsnts, plus lots of cola soft drinks to wasn 1t all ccun.

Horseshce piteni :;, volleycall, rrisbes tessing, Or just oasiing 1n Ti2 wWalll sun
was the atfterncca’s entertainment.

The storekespers of ths Supply Cspartmeat have also peen
ordering, receiving, and issuing parts. The urgent material regu:
late night break—cuts of matsrial nave causad a lot of lost si
operational status of tne ship is ref i ot their efforts and
have put £fortin Taz trip back to Yokost will b= a welccime

vers to caica up oOn their work and oe ready to

enable the storaxe
friends upon arri

REEVES has a naw way to coomunicats with ocur families back in Yckosura
Two way video communicaticns are here thanks to JOSN Dale SHOWBERGER and
RPSA Richard BROWNER. Bscinning with an underway fueling replenisimeant a sea

on February 1, these two intrepid sailors video taped a variety of onboard
services and cperations to show the folks back in Yokosuka what tne ship was
doing. They wrapped up the taps with twenty personal interviews. It was shown
in Yokosuka at a potluck dinner organized by the All Wives Club on Fabruary 20.

Through a cooperative effort involving Yokosuka's Chapel of Hope, Family
Service Center, and the USS MICWAY Dependents Assistant Team, a return video
tape was made while the potluck.’as in progress. The tape from the families
included singing, breaking a pinata, and personal messages that often included
the words "Hi, hon'. I miss you. I love you. Hurry homel" That tape was
shown on board tne day after we again pulled into Pearl Harbor, upon completion
of our highly successful missile shoot, anti-submarine, and air—defense
exercises.

All hands were extremely pleased with the effort. Future deployments will
include "video Grams", using this exciting new means of communicaticns with our
families.



I congratulate the follcowing crewmambers wno wars singled cut at an awards
caremony Fepbruzry 9 at Pearl Ezrror

* Sailor of the Quarter letters znd plaques to 5TG2 John A. ECWTL and SHSN
Keith GAGE.

* Gooo Cc"ch Awards to Ml Ruy B. HEIM (sscond award;, 3241 Richarad
il

- T 1 po - - v - b s | L SN P o M - %y W & cxle, Y adiorncd
Letter ¢ lzamendaticn to 3X1 Zhzis S. DAYRIT.

* Fcod Searvice Attendant of ths Month to SR Ramon R. AYAL: (fwardroom,
Decembkar), JOS‘-. Dale R. &NCHBERCZIR (Galley, Decamber), FA Ricaard BROMWN
(Wardrocm, January), and EWSH Wwilliem A, CLACK (Galley, January).
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* Navy Expaditicnary Medzl ©O ET2 Steven N. TERRLNO.

* Meritoriocus Unit Ccrmendation to FIM1 John S. JAROSZEWSKI.

O

* Striker Designaticn (letter) t©o ZTFN Harvey L. HATCHER and == 2aron T.

WASHINGION Jr.

H

1 Gregory . OTT (lo Januzry/) and FRi2

l
O

* Cemif"cates of Arpointment
Remiel G. SIKGZC (16 January).

tol M=3dzl and Rikbca to &ML Richard WALLEY, G2 Jamss R.

* Sharpsnhooter Ripoon to FIM2 James C. BARICN, 083 Reonald D. TIEMAN, T2
John D. REXA, ang CS3 Richard . ANTEL

* MarKsman Ribbon to BEM1 Natnanisl E. HARRISCON, @13 Bernnardt 7. SMITH, and
FIM3 Troy HINDHZM.

* Engineering Department "E" Award to LCDR Jay W. MARINELLI, LT Keith D.
REINSCHREIBER, LTJG Rowley A. MOLINA, ENS Todd M. ILARSON, ENS Christcpher J.
RONAN, BTCM John W. ARMSTRONG, BTC Dennis D. KUMM, C Terry HARDIN, MMC Aubry
L. CLARK, ENC Gary W. SLETTERINK, EMC Renjamin L. LIMALU, HIC Georcs W. ROSS,
BT1 Richard M. MANIS, BTl Aucustine M=DOZA, MM1 Jose A. BRASILIO, 1 John J.
GARCIA, MM1 Mark A. PLOWIAN, »1M1 Michzel J. EVERETT, B4l Felix R. NOLASCO, IC1
Mark K. CLARK, HT1 William H. HINSON, MRl Douglas H. SHANNCN, BT2 Michael A.
ROCK, BT2 Ricky J. PATRICK, BT2 Ccn E. STALEY, BT2 David N. ARNCLD, BT2 Jessie
L. BROWN, BTZ2 Jay R. VILLALVA, Ji-. BT2 Kurt I. STUVENGEN, BT2 Gary N. WEEB,
MM2 Elroy D. FREEMAN, MM2 John G. TRAVIS, MM2 Richard HUARTSON, IC2 Curtiss KEY,
EM2 Herman D. DOCUSIN, BT3 Anthony R. BERRY, BT3 Monte S. BLAKE, BT3 Harris M.
ASKEY, BT3 Gordon J. ELDER, Jr., BT3 Thomas J. LAMONICA, BT3 Joseph MATHISON,
BT3 Charles J. SUCKOW, BT3 John W. RIFFLE, BT3 Brian W. FITZPATRICK, MM3 Noel A.
MONTIFOLCA, MM3 Rizal F. ALVARADO, MM3 Jeffrey WAGNER, MM3 Mark D. JACKSON, MM3
Raymond LOPEZ, MM3 "D" Christopher JENKINS, MM3 Daniel J. ENGLAND, M3 James R.




PUCE , MM3 Jzmss R.
M3 Garland B. EXNKS,; M3
CRJZ, IC3 :

Dannis J. ORLIKCHSKI, ENS
¢ : 3 3 Fraak W. CCNES,
MCMILIAN, HT3 Russell M., EACKLEZR, =73 J. LaNZ, HT3 &=an M.
John D. STINER, HT3 Richard A, NCFRMAN, HT David SINGER, BTZN Altcn L. EASLEY,
BETFN Victor A. PORTILLO, ETEN william PIQUIET, BTFN Kenneth RUSAING, BITH
William T. CLTVR, BTFY Remert W. WdITE, MEN Robert MEN Bret D
GREANEY, LoEZl Iz L. E D BEDLS, hatsl 2283 =

vMEN Jerry il CARTER, v Alren . MOINWIS, FMFA Rex J. 1AUGHLIN, X2TA Jamss
D. JOHNSCN, rN Roddy W. MCRITE, FN Victor HUERTA, FN Ian S. ADRMS, N Randall
S. GCNZALVES, Fi Harry J. ©PBCWii, FY Rennie D. CRAYZ, FN Jares M. DCZBS, Jr.;

ARRARIS

- e 4 —

N Robart 2, CEAY . TE Lerven Tl WASHIMEION, Jr., EEN Joan
- o= - - - v C IR, D) .-~
Lonel V. WIrIz.S, HIZY Cavia L. CCOPER, HIFWN Jcsega M. G,

HATCHER.

A hearty "felccme aboard" is extended to crewmambers wno joinsd REEVIS in
February: EIC Stanley K. MCINTOSH, NCC Larry D. BREWER, SKC Billy . CRCCK,
GYT1 Thomas R. PIERCE, RMl Terry A. FRERD, SK1 Chris S. DAYRIT, :M2 Alvin G.
OVERACKER, OS2 Stechen G. LCMICXY, DS3 John T. ETERSON, GIf3 Harry S. IRVIN,
SK3 Tony L. B3ChN, EM3 Jaime M. BRNARAN, GOSN Robert R. MELTON, STGSY David S.
EVRICL, OSSa iMichazel T. CASH, CSSA James S. KINGSLAND, MMFR Peter LECTASAKAS, FR
John D. ZINNIXAS.

Our Hawaziian Ogeraticns wers z challenge and a success for us. ~nd for tne
first time in rfour vears, REE/ES entered & U.S. port, S0 ws o si
again, had %2s chance to drivs cn the right side of the
commercials ¢n lccal tslevisicn. Yes, these wsre the 1i

1 ca2 &
3 X - = P vy — \ -7 wa el P B N NI - 3 =
America that ws ware sursrl alcng wiln tnes m2lancnoLly rsminder

of friends andg famnilie

Our thoughts turn also to ths nhappy, £oon-to-ccxe trans:it back o £u
"home" in Yoxosuka, where our wiv ' :
we're ready.
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Remembsr us in your thcughts and prayers.



